
2022  
Gold Award 
Girl Scouts

Girls Change  
the World



two thousand and twenty-two 

Gold Award 
Girl Scouts

Please join us as we recognize and honor the  
girls who “Took Action,” earned their  

Gold Award, and made the world a better place.

Kylie Berry*

Taya Berry

Rilee Brazda*

Emily Brodd

Tia Chism

Cali D’Agosto*

Madison Eisert*

Hailey Fuqua

Kailyn Grunke

Kourtney Hawk*

Karen Kalilangwe

Chloe Liebentritt*

Katherine Luther*

Alexis Mark

Fiona Miller*

Rachel Moore*

Journey Noyes

Madeline Ochsner*

Eme Starbuck*

Payden Tracy*

Jianze Yang

Anna Zingler

*Indicates girls who have earned Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards



about the 

Gold Award
The Girl Scout Gold Award represents the highest 
achievement in Girl Scouting.

Open only to girls in high school, this prestigious award 
challenges girls to change the world – or at least their  
corner of it.

Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska recognizes the dedication of 
the young women who identified a need in their community, 
built a team, developed a plan, and Took Action to make a 
measurable and sustainable impact.

For many, the experience that comes from “Going Gold” sets 
the foundation for a lifetime of active citizenship and often 
the direction for a career.

Since 1916, the best and brightest have undertaken projects 
to improve their communities and beyond. Over the years, 
thousands of women have earned Girl Scout awards for 
excellence in leadership: The Golden Eaglet, Curved Bar,  
First Class, and the Gold Award! 

Congratulations to our 2022 Gold Award Girl Scouts who 
join a remarkable century-long tradition of leadership.



the benefits of 

Going Gold
Gold Award Girl Scouts do well in life! They rate their 
general success significantly higher than their peers and 
report greater success in reaching their goals.

Girls who earn the Gold Award say the experience:

• Gave them greater confidence

• Made them feel more optimistic about their future

• Encouraged them to seek additional leadership 
experiences

• Helped them focus on a successful career, financial 
security, and being a leader

• Inspired them to seek volunteer experiences and to make 
charitable donations

• Motivated them to continue to be civically engaged

• Strengthened their appreciation for Girl Scouting and  
how it has shaped their lives



Kylie Berry 
Hometown: Omaha 
Parents: Heather and David Berry 
Troop Leader: Dinah Claus  
Project Advisor: Dennis Bryers 

Park Little Library
Thanks to her love of books and the desire for 
others to experience the opportunities she has 
found through literature, Kylie installed a Little Library for her  
Gold Award project. Wanting to place the library in a neighborhood 
where children with socioeconomic needs could access it, Kylie 
consulted with a city council representative and decided to install the 
library at Brown Park in South Omaha. After organizing a book drive, 
collecting a variety of diverse books from the Kroc Center, and painting 
the library, she installed it in September. Kylie checks up on the library 
monthly to keep it in good shape, as well as to restock the books.

Taya Berry 
Hometown: Lexington 
Parents: Bo Berry and Amanda Berry 
Troop Leader: Amy Kuefner  
Project Advisor: Mary Reimers 

Communication Books
For her Gold Award project, Taya made 
books for every STAR classroom in her school 
district to help facilitate communication between nonverbal students, 
other students, and staff. The books have multiple pages that include 
different pictures with corresponding words. They also contain 
interchangeable pages so more pictures can be added or pictures can  
be switched out. 



Emily Brodd 
Hometown: North Bend 
Parents: Daryl and Ann Brodd 
Troop Leader: Ann Brodd  
Project Advisor: Bob Kavan

North Bend Scouts Strong
On March 15, 2019, Emily’s hometown of 
North Bend, Nebraska was hit by a flood that 
required the Scout Cabin to be gutted and left to sit until someone could 
repair it. With the city having no financial ties to fixing the building, 
Emily chose to work with other Scouts and community volunteers to 
restore the cabin to working condition for her Gold Award project so 
that her community could use it in the future. Throughout the course 
of her project, she worked with others to sand, prime, paint, and stain 
many aspects of the cabin as well as install new windows, electrical 
wires, electrical outlets, light fixtures, insulation, drywall, flooring, 
doors, cupboards, sinks, and plumbing. The updated building will be 
a place of pride in her community for years to come, and Emily looks 
forward to seeing the improvements future Scouts continue to make.

Rilee Brazda
Hometown: Lincoln 
Parents: Rich and Jenni Brazda 
Troop Leader: Jenni Brazda  
Project Advisor: Jenni Limbach

Hillcrest Heights Kids Club
Rilee used her Gold Award project to bring her 
neighborhood community together, holding 
a large neighborhood garage sale with items donated by supporting 
residents to fund her project. Due to the pandemic, meeting in person 
became a challenge. She worked around this obstacle with a little 
creativity, flexibility, and patience. She delivered holiday activity 
baskets for kids to do with their families, started a children’s scrapbook 
that would be passed around the neighborhood and allow kids to learn 
about each other before meeting face to face, and founded the Hillcrest 
Heights Neighborhood Kid’s Club. She also updated the neighborhood 
HOA directory, encouraged others to participate in supporting the area 
retirement community, and developed a small nature park with several 
games and a book exchange box for all residents to enjoy.



Tia Chism 
Hometown: Bellevue 
Parents: Kanyon and Dwayne Chism 
Troop Leader: Joceslyn Boyd  
Project Advisor: Latunya Sumpter 

Education on People of Color  
in Schools
Tia found that a major factor contributing to 
discrimination and prejudice is the lack of knowledge of people of color, 
their culture, and accomplishments. She aimed her Gold Award project 
at addressing the limited amount of education concerning people of 
color in schools. She accomplished this by creating curriculum to help 
younger students learn about people of color and accomplishments. 
This was achieved by coming up with games, finding books, and 
creating puppet shows to make learning fun and engaging. 

Cali D’Agosto
Hometown: Omaha 
Parents: Susie and Andy D’Agosto 
Troop Leader: Susie D’Agosto 
Project Advisor: Molly Woodman 

The Pad Project
Inspired by an article about girls who missed 
up to a week of school each month because of their menstrual cycle,  
Cali decided to take action. She found a pattern for reusable pads and 
fleece liners for light and heavy flows. After sewing a few and tweaking 
the pattern to work for a teenage girl, Cali went to work to assemble 
a crew of helpers. Between her sisters’ troops, her troop, and her 
grandmother’s quilting group, 200 sets of reusable pads, each with two 
liners, were created. 

Since they couldn’t meet in person due to Covid, Cali made a packet 
with full instructions and photos of each step to help the women sewing 
the pads. The younger girls cut fleece rectangles and assembled each 
pad pack. Pad packs consisted of two liners and four total fleece inserts, 
rubber banded together with a pamphlet she created on how to use the 
pads and wash them.



Hailey Fuqua 
Hometown: Shelton  
Parents: Julie and Bodie Fuqua 
Troop Leader: Karen Decker 
Project Advisor: Kat Tedder

Girls On Target
Hailey’s passion for archery began as a  
Girl Scout camper. She started shooting as a 
hobby and began helping her dad teach archery at Girl Scout events after 
finding she loved teaching the sport to other girls. For her Gold Award 
project, Hailey raised funds to update archery equipment at Lakeview 
Cabin. She purchased bows that girls of all ages could use and new 
targets allowing for more precise practice. She also set-up a new archery 
backdrop – a net to catch all the arrows that missed the target and be 
easier to set up and take down. To get more girls outdoors and involved in 
archery, Hailey created Archery Leagues at Camp Cosmo and Lakeview 
Cabin. She met with the girls from each league once a month starting 
with the basics then helping them develop their skills. At the end of the 
session, both leagues met for a friendly competition. 

Madison Eisert
Hometown: Papillion 
Parents: Gerard Eisert and Dawn Eisert 
Troop Leaders: Dawn Eisert, Ashley Sladky,  
                               and Brianna Eisert 
Project Advisor: Amy Goldyn

Merry Thriftmas!
Madison partnered with Goodwill Industries to create a community 
service event called “Merry Thriftmas!” Her Gold Award project helped 
lift the financial burden and ease emotional stress for families in need. 
Madison, along with community volunteers, decorated display windows 
with holiday decorations and gifts donated by community businesses and 
nonprofit agencies. Just before Christmas, all the items in the windows 
were donated to families in need. Since her pilot program, this event has 
grown to nearly all their stores in the service area across two states. 

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic forced a smaller-scale program. 
This past year, they added a ‘round-it-up’ element to benefit even more 
nonprofits in the community. They raised nearly $10,000 and helped 
thousands of people! The spirit of “Merry Thriftmas!” is growing with 
each passing year and the ultimate plan is for it to expand into an annual 
nationwide philanthropic holiday tradition.



Kailyn Grunke
Hometown: Omaha 
Parents: Chris and Carissa Grunke 
Troop Leader: Carissa Grunke 
Project Advisor: Mary Jane Matthews 

Stress, Anxiety, and 
Depression: The New Norm
Wanting to help others and normalize mental 
illness, Kailyn created a three-part Gold Award project. Designed to 
offer a little pick-me-up for young adults during challenging times, she 
developed an activity book with journaling prompts, positive messages, 
mindfulness activities, and yoga exercises. She also created a website 
and a survey to raise awareness about mental health, and offered 
tips for getting through stress, anxiety, and depression. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Kailyn’s project was put on hold due to struggles 
with her own mental health. This project means a lot to her and has 
helped her overcome some of her own mental health challenges. She 
invites you to check out her website at  
https://gogoldaward.wixsite.com/thenewnorm.

Kourtney Hawk
Hometown: Chadron 
Parents: Amy and Jason Hawk 
Troop Leader: Amy Hawk 
Project Advisor: JoAnn Sandstrom 

Bocce Beautification 
Noticing that the Office of Human 
Development’s bocce court did not have seating 
for spectators or residents, Kourtney built and installed four benches to 
enhance their experience. She recognized that being able to play bocce 
and interact means a lot to the residents, and the benches provide a 
place to rest when the players get tired. Kourtney also poured a cement 
path allowing handicap accessibility for the residents in wheelchairs to 
be able to go to the courts. She also put up a metal sign explaining the 
bocce rules for the community to read and enjoy the game.



Chloe Liebentritt
Hometown: Omaha 
Parents: Matthew and Caci Liebentritt 
Troop Leader: Susie D’Agosto 
Project Advisor: Libby Riley

Crucifix on Moylan Field
At Chloe’s Catholic school, VJ and Angela 
Skutt Catholic, faith is incorporated into 
everything. She noticed, however, that there was no crucifix on the 
football field for pre-game prayers or even for graduation. Chloe 
raised $12,000 dollars to erect a crucifix at the field to create a lasting 
physical representation of faith.

Karen Kalilangwe
Hometown: Papillon 
Parents: Kelvin Kalilangwe and Tina Ntaba 
Troop Leader: Cheryl Lentsch  
Project Advisor: Carrie Mason 

#ReadWoke for Ralston  
Public Schools
When Karen witnessed the Black Lives Matter 
protests during the summer of 2020, she wanted to make a change that 
would help everyone understand each other better. Karen donated books 
about the Black experience to the Ralston Public School libraries and 
Little Free Libraries. Books about ethnic and cultural diversity were 
organized on a special bookshelf in the high school library, along with 
photos of famous Black influencers. She started a #ReadWoke program 
at her high school in which students and staff could read two or more 
books about racial and ethnic diversity, complete a summary form, and 
receive a free T-shirt. Karen also made a list of suggested activities that 
the Ralston Readers book club could do during Black History Month in 
February each year. A highlight of her project was having children’s 
author, Rita Williams-Garcia, hold a virtual visit with elementary 
school students to discuss her book, One Crazy Summer, as well as the 
importance of reading books about a variety of races and cultures.



Katherine Luther
Hometown: Nebraska City 
Parents: Stephen Luther and  
                  Christine Parkyn 
Troop Leaders: Dani McGowen and  
                              Donna Fitzsimmons 
Project Advisor: Jennifer Tietz

Honoring The Military Services
For her Girl Scout Gold Award project, Katherine decided to do 
something she has always been passionate about. She decided to 
honor the men and women of Bethel Church of Nebraska City who 
sacrificed for our country and freedom, by creating a memorial of past 
and present members who have served in the military. With the help 
of Bethel Church members and the local career academy, Katherine 
created plaques with the names of those who served and collected 
memorabilia to put on display. Throughout this project, she learned 
what it means to be a leader, to work with others, and turn something 
that she is passionate about into a reality. This project let her connect 
to those who have served in the past and inspired her to serve her 
country as a new member of the United States Air Force. 

Alexis Mark
Hometown: Omaha 
Parents: Amanda Mark 
Troop Leaders: Stephanie Jaques and  
                               Dinah Claus 
Project Advisor: Laura Stewart

A Garden for the Elderly
For her Gold Award project, Alexis built a 
raised garden bed and a bench for the Elk Ridge Retirement Living 
Community so that they can continue their gardening hobby and enjoy 
the outdoors. The residents were so excited to receive the garden box 
and bench and were eager to help set up the garden box. They also 
commented on how much they liked the bench and that they couldn’t 
wait to sit outside and enjoy the lake scenery behind their home.



Rachel Moore
Hometown: Bartley 
Parents: Tim and Diane Moore 
Troop Leader: Julie Ellis  
Project Advisor: Ronni Harding

Books for Bartley
For her Gold Award project, Rachel created 
an online catalog of the physical books 
available at the Bartley Public Library so that visitors can access them 
from home and can find titles they want more easily. It was hard for 
residents to go to the Bartley Public Library in-person due to its limited 
hours and lack of an online list of books. Through Rachel’s project, 
5,999 books were added to the system and all future acquisitions 
will be added as part of the cataloging process. Her project increases 
accessibility to learning and reading for her community.

Fiona Miller
Hometown: Papillion 
Parents: Erin Shannon Miller and  
                  Brian Miller 
Troop Leader: Maria Reiter  
Project Advisor: Libby Riley

Sensory Path Introduction at 
Patch Elementary School
Fiona found that the special education students of Patch Elementary 
School were having a hard time finishing their schoolwork. They would 
become frustrated with activities, which sometimes meant giving up 
recess and other fun activities to finish their lessons. There seemed 
to be a lack of love for learning. To address this, she worked with the 
special education counselor to create a sensory path for the school. 
A sensory path is a colorful path where students can perform simple 
tasks like jumping and patting in a step-by-step manner to calm down. 



Journey Noyes
Hometown: Aurora 
Parents: Joe and Valerie Noyes 
Project Advisor: Alisha Epp

Ending Child Marriage  
in Nebraska
After learning that 44 states still allow 
child marriage and researching the common 
negative factors that go along with it, Journey was driven to action 
to ensure that no other child would get married in Nebraska again. 
For her Gold Award project, she took action by creating an interactive 
website explaining child marriage and allowing viewers to take action 
by adding features they can use to easily email their state legislators. 
Along with the website, she wrote and gave symposiums, presentations, 
and interviews to spread awareness about child marriage and its 
negative impacts. Journey also wrote to the Nebraska Legislature – 
talking, emailing, and calling senators to propose a bill to end child 
marriage in Nebraska for good. This bill is expected to be proposed to 
the Nebraska Legislature in January of 2023. 

Madeline Ochsner
Hometown: North Platte 
Parents: Ron and Chris Ochsner 
Troop Leader: Chris Ochsner 
Project Advisor: Tami Miller 

Kids Corner 
Madeline redid several pieces of furniture 
for her church for her Gold Award project. 
This included a book display to put in the library, a bookshelf, and an 
activity cabinet. She also made three milk crate seats for kids to sit on 
while they read in the library. The activity cabinet and bookshelf were 
placed in one of the classrooms and are being used for Sunday School. 
She also painted a bulletin board to add color to the classroom. 



Payden Tracy 
Hometown: Pleasanton 
Parents: Mike and Chelsy Tracy  
Troop Leader: Kami Loeffelholz  
Project Advisor: Kayla Mangrich

Kids for Christ
Noticing a need for outside play equipment for 
her church, Payden stepped up and aimed to 
solve this problem through her Gold Award project. She worked closely 
with the United Methodist Church of Pleasanton Administrative Board 
to fundraise, build an activity shed, and supply it with materials for 
the after-school youth program – Kids For Christ.

Eme Starbuck 
Hometown: Bellevue 
Parents: Tim and Lanette Starbuck 
Troop Leader: Dawn Eisert  
Project Advisors: Jay Hayden and  
                                  Stephanie Jacobson

Raising the Curtain on  
Theater Education
Eme has been going to shows and classes at The Rose Theater since she 
was young. Recognizing the positive impact theater had on her growing 
up made her want to help The Rose expand theater education. For her 
Gold Award project, she built a Little Free Library for both Rose Theater 
locations to draw people into the theater and spread the word about 
theater education. The libraries provide information about The Rose and 
theater education, in general. They also give Rose students and patrons 
easy access to new reading material. 



Jianze Yang
Hometown: Omaha 
Parents: Lingli and Huojun Yang 
Troop Leader: Bonnie Johnson  
Project Advisor: Dinah Claus

Hope for Women
Jianze chose to focus on helping women 
become confident, empowered, and to thrive 
in their community for her Gold Award project. Carole’s House of 
Hope provides a home for young women and mothers in need. Jianze 
partnered with them and raised money for welcome baskets that are 
given to women when they first arrive at the home. The Nebraska 
Chinese Association’s Chinese School will continue to fundraise each 
year and donate to Carole’s House of Hope to keep this project going.

Anna Zingler
Hometown: Elkhorn 
Parents: Erik and Susan Zingler 
Troop Leader: Susan Zingler  
Project Advisor: Lori Lines

Gardens of Gold
Tapping into her passions for nutrition 
and health, Anna partnered with the Youth 
Emergency Services (YES) House of Omaha – Maternity Homes by 
revitalizing their gardens and implementing a sustainable composting 
system. By partnering with Lowe’s, she was able to obtain donations 
of a variety of vegetables, herbs, soil, and seeds for future use. A 
composting bin was donated, as well. Anna created an informational 
composting brochure and a gardening flyer to provide the best resources 
for the families. She learned all about necessary nutrition for mothers 
and created a link with the Hy-Vee near the maternity home. 



2022 Nebraska Girl Scouts  
of Distinction 

Pat Meyer Nebraska Gold Award  
Girl Scouts of Distinction Award

Chloe Blumanthal, Alliance  
Chloe’s was inspired to take action after the death of her 
uncle due to suicide. For her Gold Award project, she 
created a mental health conference, developed a  
self-care Program on Demand kit, and designed a booklet 
identifying mental health resources in the Nebraska 
Panhandle.

Karen Kalilangwe, Papillion  
After witnessing the 2020 protests, Karen wanted to 
help people understand each other better. Her Gold 
Award project approached this challenge through books. 
She donated books on ethnic and cultural diversity and 
organized activities at her school and in her community. 

Journey Noyes, Aurora  
Addressing the fact that child marriage is still legal in 
44 states, Journey used her Gold Award project to raise 
awareness about it and the harmful impacts it has. She 
has also met with legislators encouraging them to enact a 
law to end child marriage in Nebraska. 

Pat Meyer was a lifelong Girl Scout devoted to supporting girls and 
helping young women earn their Gold Awards. Following her death  
in 2014, her family created a Girl Scout award in her memory.



2022 Nebraska Girl Scouts  
of Distinction 

Fran Marshall Girl Scout Spirit of Nebraska 
Leadership Scholarship

Kourtney Hawk, Chadron  
The Office of Human Development’s bocce court was 
widely used in her community, but not by all. Kourtney 
worked to increase accessibility to the space by adding 
a cement path and added a sign with game instructions 
for those who aren’t aware of the rules. She also added 
permanent benches to the space to allow spectators to 
watch and participants to rest during play.

Journey Noyes, Aurora  
Inspired after participating in Commission on the Status 
of Women United Nations sessions, Journey created a 
website to educate the public on child marriage which 
includes links to help others take action in their state. 
She has given multiple presentations on the subject and 
is working with the Nebraska Legislature to introduce a 
bill to end child marriage in Nebraska for good. 

Fran Marshall was the inaugural CEO of Girl Scouts Spirit of 
Nebraska and served in that capacity for 14 years. She has been a 
longtime supporter of Girl Scouts and volunteer and has supported 
many young women in their pursuit of the Gold Award. 



Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska  •  GirlScoutsNebraska.org

Promise
On my honor, I will try:

To serve God and my country,
To help people at all times,

And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

Law
I will do my best to be:

honest and fair,
friendly and helpful,

considerate and caring,
courageous and strong,  

and responsible for what I say and do,
and to 

respect myself and others, 
respect authority,

use resources wisely,
make the world a better place, and

be a sister to every Girl Scout.


